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Briefing Document 
 
Document Overview 
 
This document analyses a sermon based on Luke 5:1-11, focusing on themes of discipleship, 
the church as a journey, the concept of epiphanies, and the importance of faithfulness in 
one's given place. The sermon draws parallels between biblical narratives and the 
experiences of contemporary believers, using the image of a boat on the sea as a central 
metaphor. 
 

Main Themes & Key Ideas 

1. The Sea of Galilee as a Setting and Symbol: 

• The sermon emphasises the significance of the Sea of Galilee (Lake Gennesaret) in 
Jesus' ministry, noting that many important events took place there, including the 
calling of his first disciples, who were fishermen. 

• The sea serves as a powerful image representing both the physical context of Jesus' 
ministry and a metaphor for life's journey. 

• Quote: "The story of Jesus’ life is never far removed from a significant body of water 
called the Sea of Galilee or as Luke called it, the Lake of Gennesaret."  

2. Active Discipleship: 

• Jesus proactively sought out his first followers, adapting their resources (their 
fishing boats) to spread his message. 

• This illustrates a model of active outreach, contrasting with a passive approach 
where people are expected to come to the church. 

• Quote: "He didn’t wait for them to come to him - he sought them out." 
• The speaker uses the image of naomhógaí (Irish coracles), resembling beetles, to 

illustrate how the church is a vessel. The congregation is also in a "boat" (the nave) 
on a journey of faith, guided by the minister, who is at the helm. 

3. The Church as a Journey: 

• The sermon frames the life of faith as a journey, with the church symbolised by a 
boat at sea. This journey involves both calm and turbulent times. 

• The speaker draws comparisons to a journey at sea, with periods of calm, choppy 
seas, and gales. This metaphor of the boat at sea helps to create a sense of shared 
experience. 

• Quote: "There are calm spells when all seems well and we make good progress. 
There are days when the water is choppy and we have to just get on and there are 
days when the gales are blowing and we’re getting tossed about; all at sea. That’s 
what the journey of life is like but through it all we stay in the boat together." 

• The congregation is viewed as "a gathering of the imperfect drawn together by a 
willingness to embark on Christ’s journey." This emphasises a shared experience 
rather than individual perfection. 



 

4. The Pattern of Epiphany, Unworthiness, Reassurance and Obedience: 

• The sermon highlights a recurring pattern in encounters with God: 
✓ Epiphany/Revelation: An experience of divine presence, not always dramatic. 
✓ Response of Unworthiness: Acknowledgment of personal flaws and 

inadequacy. 
✓ Reassurance: Divine comfort and reaffirmation of purpose. 
✓ Commission and Obedience: Acceptance of God's call and a commitment to 

follow. 
• This pattern is found in the stories of Isaiah, Paul, and the disciples in Luke 5.  
• Quote: "Each of the main lectionary readings this Sunday reflect a process that 

involves an encounter with God and a response to that encounter which are 
remarkable similar across the different generations and circumstances that people 
found themselves in." 

• The idea that an epiphany is not a one-off event in life but can happen through our 
lives. 

5. Faithfulness in One's Given Place: 

• The sermon challenges the idea that service to God only happens in traditionally 
"religious" roles. It encourages faithfulness in daily life. 

• Using the story of King Henry III, the sermon highlights that obedience can mean 
serving God in the places we have already been placed. 

• Quote: "Christ expects us to be faithful where he puts us, and when he returns, we'll 
rule together with him." 

• This challenges those who may be dissatisfied with their current roles and 
responsibilities, emphasising the importance of being faithful in "being a good 
accountant or teacher or mother or father." 

6. The Role of Church Architecture: 

• The sermon uses elements of the church’s architecture (the stained-glass window 
and the upturned boat structure) to enhance the imagery. The window shows fish 
caught in a net. The roof structure resembles an upturned boat which represents the 
journey of faith. 

Implications and Reflection Points: 

• The sermon encourages a sense of communal journey, with shared imperfections.  
• It highlights that epiphanies may be subtle, and the process of faith is continuous.  
• It promotes the idea that all vocations are potentially a form of service to God.  
• The congregation is challenged to accept themselves and serve in the place that God 

has put them, which in turn can bring fulfilment. 

Conclusion: 
The sermon uses rich imagery and historical examples to deliver a message that is both 
biblically grounded and relevant to contemporary life. It presents the church not as a static 
entity, but as a dynamic community embarking on a journey of faith, where they are called 
to be faithful in their given place. 
 


